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Currently, questions around Internet jurisdiction are gaining 

an unprecedented level of attention. Yet, progress is both 

slow and limited. The most significant obstacle for progress 

is found in the fact that our current thinking on jurisdiction 

is largely dominated by, and rooted in, notions of territoriali-

ty. In our current paradigm, the territoriality principle repre-

sents the jurisprudential core of our thinking on jurisdiction 

– a State has jurisdiction over all that occurs in its territory 

for the simple reason that it occurs in its territory. But as is 

well-known, it is not always easy – or indeed possible – to  

determine where (in real space geographical terms) events 

take place online.  

The fact that the territoriality principle is a poor fit for the 

largely border-disregarding, if not ‘borderless’, Internet is well 

established. However, apart from (now largely discredited) 

calls in the mid-90s for the law not to apply to the Internet at 

all, few real alternatives to territoriality as the cornerstone of 

jurisdiction have been advanced until recently.

In this lecture Professor Svantesson will present a set 

of core principles for jurisdiction to replace territoriality 

as the jurisprudential foundation. In addition, a range of 

other reform initiatives, relating to jurisdiction in both 

public and private international law, will be presented. 

Professor Svantesson is a Co-Director of the Centre for Commer-

cial Law at the Faculty of Law at Bond University, a Visiting Pro-

fessor at Masaryk University and a Researcher at the Swedish 

Law & Informatics Research Institute, Stockholm University. He 

specialises in international aspects of the IT society, a field within 

which he has published a range of books and articles, and given 

presentations in Australia, Asia, North America and Europe. 

Professor Svantesson is an Australian Research Council Future 

Fellow (2012-2016) and the Managing Editor for International 

Data Privacy Law, published by Oxford University Press. He is 

a Member of the Editorial Boards for the International Journal 

of Law and Information Technology, the Commonwealth Law  

Bulletin, the International Review of Law Computers and Techno-

logy, the Masaryk University Journal of Law and Technology and 

the Computer Law and Security Review. 

Welcome!

April 29 at 11:00-13:00
Rättegångssalen,  4th floor, House C, South Complex, Frescati, Stockholm University

Please register on https://irilaw.org/register-dan no later than April 22. 


